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● The COVID-19 pandemic has created obstacles in 
education not seen for generations. We completely 
redesigned what schools look like in a very short time.

● Our amazing educators and dedicated support teams 
proved they were up to the task, organizing distance 
learning in a matter of weeks.

● Since March 18, our staff worked tirelessly to prepare and 
deliver meals, and reach and teach students in new and 
often unconventional ways.

● Thanks to our staff, students, families and community, we 
found out that we CAN get through this pandemic 
together. 

● We are Ritenour strong! 



● Timeline of the pandemic school closure:
○ March 17 - Ritenour announced all district buildings 

would close from March 18-April 3.
○ March 23 - Ritenour and other St. Louis County 

schools announced that the closure would continue 
through April 22.

○ April 9 - District announced it would remain closed for 
the remainder of the school year.  

○ May 7 - Board of Education voted to change the last 
day of school to Friday, May 22 (originally June 2).



● Although buildings are closed, distance instruction and 
learning continued for all students in their homes online for 
middle and high school students, and with paper learning 
packets and online opportunities for elementary students.

● District distributed devices to middle school students who 
did not have access to a computer.

● Ritenour will be offering a virtual Summer Academy for 
selected students Monday through Thursday from June 3 - 
July 2.

● Students, teachers and families should be commended for 
their perseverance in continued teaching and learning 
during our unprecedented closure.



● Subcommittees have been developed to focus on 
developing a return to school plan for 2020-2021. Teams 
of educators met in May to provide input in the areas of:

○ Social distancing
○ Virtual learning
○ Technology tools
○ Athletics/activities
○ Scheduling/events
○ Curriculum/power standards



● The feedback from the committees will be built into the 
draft plan that will be developed in June.

● A variety of options are being considered including:
○ Full Virtual Learning
○ Hybrid Schedule (In-person and virtual)
○ Full In-person Learning

● We expect to share our finalized plan for the return to the 
2020-2021 school year in mid-July.



● Since March 30, Ritenour’s child nutrition and transportation 
staff teamed up to prepare and deliver Grab & Go meals to 
all Ritenour children PreK-12 at 130 stops.

● In the eight weeks of the school closure, approximately 
64,000 meals have been delivered to Ritenour families.
○ Meals will continued to be delivered in this fashion 

through the summer months.

● The Ritenour Co-Care Food Pantry moved to its new 
location at the Husky Support Center in mid-April.

● Ritenour Co-Care has partnered with the Missouri National 
Guard to distribute a week’s worth of groceries to families in 
a drive-up format for the safety of its patrons/volunteers - 
serving thousands of families since our school closure.



• The Ritenour School District purchased the Overland Baptist 
Church Property located at 9303 Midland Blvd. in Overland.

• The new facility is called the “Husky Support Center”

• The Husky Support Center will continue to be the home of the 
district’s award-winning transportation department, which 
includes 28 district buses, bus drivers and department 
employees.

• It is also the new location for the Ritenour Co-Care Food 
Pantry.

• The facility will also be used for district storage to help open 
up much-needed space in school buildings.



• The Ritenour School District Board of Education voted 
unanimously in January to place a $19.5 million bond issue 
measure on the ballot for the municipal election.

• Due to concerns about COVID-19, the April election was 
postponed until Tuesday, June 2, 2020.

• The bond issue, called Proposition S, will not increase the 
current tax rate. Voter approval would allow the District to 
address pressing facility and safety needs at all Ritenour 
schools.

• Ritenour has nearly one million square feet of school facilities 
with a replacement value of more than $300 million.

• The average age of Ritenour school buildings is more than 50 
years old.

• These buildings are safe and well-constructed, but require 
extensive ongoing maintenance, repair and renovations to keep 
them in good condition.



• Specifically, Prop S projects would include the following:
○ Safety, security and surveillance upgrades: Improving 

building access controls, replacing aging cameras
○ HVAC replacements and upgrades
○ A new fitness classroom/weight room at RHS
○ Lighting upgrades and other energy-saving improvements
○ Cafeteria modernization and upgrades
○ Plumbing and electrical replacements and upgrades
○ Asphalt repairs, sealing and striping
○ Playground pad replacements
○ Building tuckpointing
○ More

• Visit www.ritenourschools.org/Prop S to learn more about 
the initiative.  Remember to vote June 2!  



Ritenour Remains Focused on Three 
Strategic Goals:

1. Improve academic performance for every student
2. Ensure 100 percent of students graduate prepared for 

college, career or the military
3. Meet the state’s 90/90 student attendance standard, 

meaning that 90 percent of our students attend school 90 
percent of the time in each of our schools (Virtual 
Attendance)



Ritenour Remains Fully Accredited 

• The Ritenour School District’s 2018 annual performance 
report from the Missouri Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education (DESE) showed that the district 
remains fully accredited under the state’s scoring system.
 

• The state of Missouri evaluates schools and districts 
annually in their performance in five standards: Academic 
Achievement, Subgroup Achievement, College and Career 
Readiness, Attendance and Graduation Rate.



• Official enrollment for the 2019-2020 school year is 6,381 
students in grades K-12. Last year’s K-12 enrollment was 
6,326.

• Additionally, the district has more than 200 preschoolers 
enrolled at the Ritenour School for Early Childhood 
Education.
 

• Overall enrollment in Ritenour has remained steady, 
averaging between 6,000 and 6,500 students since the 
1970s.



• For the first time in many years, the district presented a 
balanced operating budget to the Ritenour Board of Education 
for approval in September

• For the 18th consecutive year, Ritenour earned the 
prestigious Meritorious Budget Award for excellence in the 
preparation of its 2018-2019 annual budget

• Ritenour annually receives the highest rating for financial 
practices and management from an external auditor



• Six Ritenour High School seniors were accepted Early 
Decision into some of the nation's top colleges with their 
full need met by financial aid packages

• Ritenour High School’s Leadership students earned 
their fifth National Honor Council Gold Award and sixth 
Missouri Gold Award for their outstanding efforts in 
promoting comprehensive student activities, service 
projects and awareness campaigns

• Ritenour High School senior Kevin Tyler officially signed 
with University of Illinois in December as a football 
offensive lineman 



• Ritenour High School’s student newspaper, the Pepper Box, 
received the International Second Place Award from the 
International Quill and Scroll Society, a student journalism 
honor society.  Media Convergence students also earned 
multiple national and state awards.

• Kayla Anne Baker, a junior at RHS, made history as she 
became the first student representative to be sworn in as an 
advisory member of the Ritenour Board of Education.

• Kaila Anderson, a junior at RHS, was selected as a 
KMOX/Southeast Missouri State University Student of 
Achievement. In addition to being recognized on KMOX radio, 
she has been offered a $3,000/year renewable scholarship to 
attend SEMO after graduation.



• Colette Love Hilliard, a Ritenour High School English 
language arts teacher, was selected as a recipient of the 2019 
Emerson Excellence in Teaching Award.

• Sheneé McCoy, a fifth-grade teacher at Kratz Elementary and 
Ritenour’s 2019 Diamond Circle Teacher of the Year, became 
the fourth Ritenour educator in the last seven years to be 
recognized at the state level for excellence in teaching.  She 
was named among the top 35 teachers in the state.

• Amber Mitchell, a counselor at RHS, was named Counselor 
of the Year as part of the St. Louis American’s 2019 Salute to 
Excellence in Education.



• On April 9, we were saddened to learn that the Missouri 
State High School Athletics and Activities Association 
cancelled spring sports for all high schools in the state due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

• But, overall it was a very successful year for our Husky 
athletes and coaches:  

○ The girls’ tennis team won the conference 
championship and were 14-2 on the season. Head 
coach Beth Seibold was named conference coach of 
the year.

○ Boys’ swimming took home the conference title for the 
second year in a row.

○ Girls’ volleyball had its most successful season in 
school history and brought home the district title.



○ The cross country team continued to improve, and 
senior Joe Kipper became the first RHS athlete in nine 
years to qualify for state.

○ Our girls swimming team wrapped up their season with 
a conference championship.  Senior Alyssa Lane broke 
the school record in the 100-meter breaststroke. 

○ On March 16, we introduced Kyle Wagner as the new 
football coach at Ritenour High School.  Coach Wagner 
has had success in each of his coaching roles, 
including leading the Lutheran North Crusaders to the 
2019 Missouri state championship as the offensive 
coordinator.



• Ritenour High School students are focused on the three E’s – 
to enroll in college, to become employed in a career field, or to 
enlist in the military.

• The district hosted two successful strategic planning sessions 
dedicated to the district-produced documentary “College 
Bound” and the Prop S Bond Issue.

• Ritenour continues to partner with St. Louis Community College 
to provide opportunities for students to earn college credit 
before they graduate. It will be possible for a student to 
graduate with a high school degree and an associates degree 
at the same time. Twenty RHS students are dual-enrolled in the 
program.



Ready to Work Program

Work-based learning activities are coordinated with 
school-based activities in an attempt to show students the "why" 
of what they are learning:

• Partnerships with local businesses
• Geometry in Construction
• Media Convergence
• AMPED (Algebra 1 in Manufacturing, Processes, Entrepreneurship and 

Design)
• Culinary Arts
• Web and Digital Communications
• Entrepreneurship
• Project Lead the Way
• Theatre Arts



Focus on Restoring Relationships in Times of Conflict

● Peace Circles in Classrooms (elementary/middle)
● Restrorative Practices Team at RHS
● Administrative PD on topic
● PD for counselors/social workers
● RTI committee seeking to embed 
● Mindfulness and Brain Breaks becoming a part of school 

culture
● Refocus Rooms (elementary)  and Discipline with Dignity 

(middle)



Ritenour School District Keeps Safety a High 
Priority for Staff and Students 

• 4E Intruder Training
• Video Intercom Systems at each school
• Intruder alarms at each school
• Video surveillance in each building
• Photo ID’s for staff, middle and high school students
• Regular safety drills with students and staff
• District meets at least twice yearly with local law enforcement 

agencies to keep current on best practices for safety and 
security

• Comprehensive safety assessment by the Missouri Center 
for Education Safety



• Ritenour High School students recognized local first 
responders with a special luncheon on Sept. 11. This year, 
students delivered lunch to Community Fire Protection Houses 
#1, #2 and #3, as well as to police departments of Overland, St. 
John, Breckenridge Hills, Edmundson, St. Ann and Woodson 
Terrace.

• Ritenour students and staff members collected nearly 13,000 
nonperishable food items and turkeys in November.

• The Ritenour Pride & Promise Foundation awarded 11 
grants to teachers from seven Ritenour schools totaling 
$16,221 in October for special student learning projects.  The 
Foundation also donated $20,000 for Wi-Fi hotspots for buses.



• Depending on social distancing guidelines, the district hopes to 
celebrate the Ritenour High School Class of 2020 this summer.

• Graduation was postponed from May 30 to Saturday, Aug. 1.

• The ceremony will begin at 6 p.m. at Chaifetz Arena on the 
campus of Saint Louis University.

 
• Free:  No tickets are required




